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to, but at some distance from, the courses of the Shiika and the
Amur as far as Khabarovsk, whence it follows the valley of the
Ussnri on its way to Vladivostok. Various extensions of the Siberian
railway have at one time or another been tinder consideration. One
of the most important was completed in 1930; the South Siberian
line, which branches off at Novo-Sibirsk, has been continued from its
fonner terminus at Semipalatinsk to the trans-Caspian railway
near Tashkent, The suggested line from the Siberian railway at
some point east of Lake Baikal to Kalgan, by Kyakhta and Urga,
which would reduce the journey to Peking by several days, must
at present be regarded as indefinitely postponed. The completion
of the trans-Siberian railway has undoubtedly been the most im-
portant factor in the economic development of the country. Be-
tween 1861 and 1895 (the year in which the line was opened to _
Irkutsk) less than 1,000,000 emigrants entered Siberia. Between
1895 and 1914 over 3,000,000 people moved into it from European
Russia, the rate varying from 500,000 in 1909 to an average of
100,000 in 1911-13. A number of these, however, returned to
Europe.
RUSSIAN CENTRAL ASIA
This region may be considered as including that part of Asia
which borders upon Siberia, Chinese Turkestan, the Pamirs,
Afghanistan, Persia, the Caspian Sea, and European Russia. Under
Soviet rule the semi-independent Khanates of Khiva and Bukhara,
along with the region somewhat vaguely known as Russian Turkes-
tan, have been re-arranged, and the republics, the,Uzbek, the
Turkoman, the Tazhik, the Kirghiz, and the Kara-Kalpakia have
been established in their place. The three republics have an area of
over 300,000 square miles and a population of over 6,000,000. Along
with them may be included, for present purposes, that part of the
Kazak republic not included in Siberia.
Russian Central Asia varies greatly in its physical aspects.   In
the ^east it belongs to the region of the Pamirs and the Tien Shan,
while in the west it passes into the plains of the Aralo-Caspian'
depression.   The climate throughout is extreme, and is charac-
terized by cold winters, hot summers, and a very low rainfall. -
Hence, much of the land is desert or, at best, steppe; and It is,,,
only in the vicinity of rivers, which are fed by melting